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By Felicity Barringer ' • 

Washington Post staff. Writer \ 

It was on Dee. 19, l677~the day - 
iShaneyfelt and Curtis Thompson ' walked into the 
-U.S. proseculors’ office in Baltimore and set up . j 
,!their cameras—that the government’^ 'bribery; case ;p» 
against former U.S. Bep. ; Edward A. y.' Garmat? •' > 
jbegan to fall apart. ' v v;v^ 

! Shaneyfelt and Thompson, widely regarded as 
jtwo of the country’s top handwriting and document • 
ijanalysts, had been called Intp the case by defense 
•attorney Arnold Weiner, who for weeks had sus- • 
■pected ! that there was something wrong with ^ 
trucial piece of prosecution evidence: , ihp datebooks 
'of Garmatz’s chief accuser. ’ \ ^ '■/]■ 

i Within a week, the pair of document experts 'had 
/amassed overwhelming evidence Indicating that 
'•Weiner’s suspicions were correct. The datebpoks 
Apparently, had been altered. . * : 

Edward Heine, the principal prosecuUoii witness,.' 
!lhad told federal, prosecutors a very intricate .tale"\ 
•about how Garmatz had allegedly extorted bjfibesi[ 
efrum Heine’s shipping firm. United Slates Lines. A* 
•jThis tale was bolstered with countless notations in 
lilieine’s dalebooks, notations indicating that he met 
];Garmalz at such and such a time, that tl)ey had a . ,, 
“phone conversation on such and such a day-v-and t 
.that they talked' about "campaign contributions.’' . 

1 Shaneyfelt and Thompson took infrared photo* 
;graphs of p^gc after page of these datebooks and, ' 
^according to a source familiar with the case, .found 
:that most of the key notations had been written in \ ; 
'ink that did not match the other Ink on the pagos... 

; The inference drawn by both Weiner and the fed* 
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Copy of a page from Edward Heine notebook. Pros* 
cculors say notation "Met Avllh Cong. Garmatz — ; 
up^et’’ was added after original entries were made. 

./• .. . 

eral prosecutors was that the dateboeks had been' 
altered long after they were originally written, and 
that the only purpose of this apparent alteration 
was to back up Heine’s story. . . 

"All we’re trying to do is detect different kind.s of. 
Inks," explained Shaneyfelt, who also was one of the 
key experts invt^lved In proving that; Howard 
Hpglies’ so-crjlled "Mormon Will’’ a forgery. * ; 


"There are certain chemicals in some inks" that 
become visible under infrared light, continued Sba- 
neyfelt, who did this kind of work for the FBI for 25 
years before branching out oh. his own. ' ; ^ 

Other Inks, he said, don’t contain these chemicals. ^ 
The result Is that words written /n 'some inks will'. 
: show IIP clearly in Infrared pictures; word? writtep ^ 

. in others will pot. v.’. ; 'n 
* When Shaneyfelt and Thompson developed^ the\^ 
pictures they took of i the Heine datebooks, some of " 
s the key notations; wpre' invisible, while’the remain* 
det Qf the writing could, easily be read. "That," Sha- 
neyfelt said, "means a positive detefmlnatibn that 
i the inks are differeifit.’/ ,. 

According to defense attorney Weiner, the pair * 
of experts— who each , charge about $50 an hour-^ j 
used the photographie technique to determine pos- ' 
sible variations in the inks used because another 
popular method of document analysis would have 
required that they use a solvent to take actual sam- 
, pics of the ink from the documents. That would 
have qntailed the unacceptable risk of altering the; 
documents themselves. .-./>• 

. Before his involvement in the Garmatz and the 
Hughes cases, Shaneyfelt won notional recognition for 
his work analyzing key photographic evidence of the 
Kennedy assassination and determining that one bullet 
had struck 'both tne president and former'' Texas ; 
Gov. John B. Connally. 

This analysis was an Important factor In the 
Warren Commission’s 'determination that Lee 
Harvey O.swuld co^lcl have fired all the bullets that 
struck the 9ccupa^ls qf the Presidential llmouslno. 


